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OTHER HOURS, NEW QUARTET ALBUM BY HARRY CONNICK, JR.,
FINDS PIANIST RETURNING TO A JAZZ SETTING

MARSALIS MUSIC TO RELEASE FIRST VOLUME OF CONNICK ON
PIANO SERIES ON JULY 15

On the heels of his recent successes in a big band format (Come by Me, Songs I Heard) and as a
solo pianist on the album 30, Harry Connick, Jr. features his piano in the context of a small
jazz group on Other Hours, his first album in a quartet setting. Connick’s longstanding
association with the Marsalis family, which began when he studied as a teenager with
patriarch Ellis Marsalis, now finds the multitalented artist recording for Branford Marsalis’
new Marsalis Music label in what will be an ongoing Connick on Piano series. In a rare move
for a major record label, Columbia Records generously allowed Connick to follow his muse
and record this series for his friend.

Each of the twelve Connick compositions on Other Hours was originally conceived for the
musical Thou Shalt Not and reflects the steamy atmosphere of post-World War II New Orleans
that was the setting for the play’s variation on Emile Zola’s classic 1868 novel Therese Raquin.
The shifting, often explosive passions of the characters are reflected in the score, which
earned Connick a Tony nomination for his first writing venture for Broadway. Some of the
songs were not incorporated into the final production and make their debut on the album.

Connick and three mainstays of his big band — tenor saxophonist Charles “Ned” Goold,
bassist Neal Caine and drummer Arthur Latin II — turned these melodies into the stuff jazz is
made of during a handful of road dates during the summer of 2002 then went into the
recording studio. What resulted is a program of music that, having stood on its own in the
context of the theatrical production, now proves equally effective as inspiration for
improvisation, and that confirms Paul de Barros” summation in a 1999 Down Beat cover story
of Connick as “ambitious...but also reflective, serious, incredibly hard-working and
determined to make a mark on the music he loves over the long haul, not only as a singer but
also as a pianist, arranger and composer.”
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A special feature of Other Hours is the unique artwork which graces its cover. Created by
Connick’s mother, Anita, the treasured drawing holds great significance for the artist,
particularly on an album that marks his return to the piano in an instrumental jazz setting.
“My mother loved when I played piano for her,” Connick explains, “so I thought it would be
fitting to have a piece of her vision next to mine.”

Among the numerous activities that have kept Connick in perpetual motion during the past
two years, in addition to his Grammy-winning disc Songs I Heard, his Tony-nominated score
for Thou Shalt Not and his numerous live performances with his big band and quartet, have
been acting roles in several theatrical and television films and a recurring role on the NBC-TV
hit series Will & Grace as Grace’s husband, Dr. Leo Markus. Connick’s immediate future also
includes a new Christmas album for Columbia Records, a return to Will & Grace, an NBC
Holiday TV special — and more instrumental jazz on Marsalis Music.

MARSALIS MUSIC is the creation of Branford Marsalis, one of the most celebrated jazz
musicians of the past 20 years. Based upon his extensive experience as a saxophonist,
composer and bandleader, Marsalis recognized the need to form a label dedicated to allowing
a diverse array of musicians to document their best efforts. The label’s focus is primarily but
not exclusively on jazz, with a roster featuring promising new artists as well as Marsalis
himself and established stylists such as Harry Connick, Jr. The label receives marketing and
distribution support through its partnership with Rounder Records. In addition, Marsalis
Music sponsors educational and cultural initiatives including Marsalis Jams, a program that
presents jazz ensembles in performance/jam session settings on college campuses.

Since 1970, Rounder Records has become America’s premier independent label, with over
3000 albums in its catalogue to date and five additional imprints, together representing a
broad array of folk, roots, rock, blues and reggae music.
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For more information on this artist, please contact Kate Andrews Gullo, 718.522.7171 or email kgullo@shorefire.com

For more information on Marsalis Music, please contact DL Media, 610.667.0501 or email dondlmedia@covad.net
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